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SENIORS — CONCESSION FUNDING 

424. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to federal budget cuts to the states for the provision of seniors’ concessions and the Western Australian 
government’s decision to cover only $5 million of the $25 million shortfall this year. 

(1) Will the Premier exercise the same leadership as the New South Wales Premier did and publicly write 
to the Prime Minister demanding the reinstatement of the concessions? 

(2) Does the Premier accept that these cuts to seniors and pensioners will hurt those who can least afford 
them? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(2) The Western Australian government, along with other state governments, was surprised when the 

federal government walked away from the national partnership agreement on concessions for seniors 
and pensioners. 

Mr R.H. Cook: It’s not acceptable. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It did it; we did not expect it, but it happened. Western Australia provides more 
concessions for seniors and pensioners than does any other state and it provides a higher level of funding across 
the board than do the other states. The total funding by the Western Australian government is $430 million, of 
which the commonwealth contributes $25 million; it is about seven per cent of the total. The commonwealth has 
decided—it is its decision—to cut its share of the funding; therefore, $25 million has gone. The 
Western Australian government will not replace that; that is a federal government decision. We are going 
through the process of looking at where changes may be made. We will spread them as widely and thinly as 
possible to make sure that the predominant majority expenditure on concessions by the state government remains 
in place and is targeted mostly at those who are in genuine need. It has forced a revamp. In the longer term, there 
will be a review. I make it very clear that I expect the federal government will make further cuts. Indeed, if I am 
correct — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The federal government has also walked away from funding essential infrastructure for 
remote Aboriginal communities. That is something we will have to pick up—and we will—because that relates 
to basic health and educational standards. We have been forced into making some choices. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Girrawheen! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker — 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, I call you to order for the first time. Let the Premier finish. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The point has been made to the Prime Minister. The Minister for Local Government; 
Community Services has written to his federal counterpart. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The issue has been discussed face to face. The federal government has made its decision; 
it is not going to change its mind. It is not going to. Accept the reality, it is not going to. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I do not want to be up and down like a jack-in-the-box. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We are not pleased about that. It is a decision that will impact on seniors, but I think to a 
fairly small degree. We will try to ensure that the way it is managed absolutely minimises the impact. That 
decision-making is being dealt with right now. It will take another few days. Look at the list of what has been 
done by this government: free public transport and the cost-of-living assistance payment. No government in 
Western Australia’s history has done more for seniors than this Liberal–National government. No government 
has come near us. The opposition had the opportunity for eight years in government and did virtually nothing 
compared with what has been done by this government. There will be some cuts; and I want to make it very clear 
to the Western Australian community that if the federal government cuts its programs that is it, we will not step 
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in and pick up the cost unless we absolutely have to, as in the case of programs for Aboriginal communities. In 
the case of Queensland, I do not think it can afford the decision that it took, maybe New South Wales can. 
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